
  
 
 

 
EDITING YA FICTION 101 

 
Instructor: Kelly Anne White 

 
LESSON #2 

 
YA Overviews and Underpinnings 

 
You have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.  

1 Peter 2:25 
 

This second lesson emphasizes the importance of conducting a general overview of a project 
before going in for a line-by-line edit. This does not necessarily mean you have to hunker down 
and thoroughly read through the entire manuscript before editing, but some overall prep work is 
recommended. 

What’s in Your Reference Library? 
Your shelves are likely packed with collections of standard reference books, such as The 
Chicago Manual of Style, The Christian Writer’s Manual of Style, and Merriam-Webster’s 
Collegiate Dictionary. If you do not have these books, consider purchasing them, as they are 
essential editorial tools. Some, as noted in each entry below, are accessible online. 

The Chicago Manual of Style, Seventeenth Edition 
Chicago University Press/2017 
CMOS can be accessed online for an annual subscription fee 
(http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html) 

Most publishers of YA fiction require editors to conform to CMOS 
guidelines for basic style consistency. Of course, this does not refer to 
writing style but instead is a reference to style issues, such as when to 
spell out numbers or use digits, when to use abbreviations, and a full load 
of other minute editorial details. You might sometimes edit YA 
manuscripts for which another style manual is more appropriate, but be 

sure to first clear this with the author or publisher. For example, when editing YA books with 
sports themes, the use of The Associated Press Stylebook (the industry standard for newspapers, 
magazines, and online periodicals) is often a better choice since it includes a section on “Sports 
Guidelines and Style.” AP Stylebook also has much tidier rules related to numerals, and YA 
sports-related fiction is typically packed to the brim with text that includes game scoring, jersey 
numbers, team statistics, and other numeric factors. 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html
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The Christian Writer’s Manual of Style, 4th Edition 
Zondervan/2016 
CWMS is currently available in print only 
(http://www.zondervan.com/the-christian-writer-s-manual-of-style-2) 

Every Christian author or editor, whether contributing to YA content or 
otherwise, should have this book handy. It’s a helpful reference in terms 
of capitalization (or not) of common religious terms as well as other 
editorial concerns related specifically to books for the Christian market. 
Note that CWMS does not always coincide with rules set out in other 
widely used style guides, so be sure to consult with the author or 
publisher about which guidelines should override the others. Do not 
assume that a publisher specializing in Christian content prefers CWMS 

rules over other style manuals. I work under contract as an editor for Guideposts Books, for 
example, and this faith-based publisher conforms predominantly to CMOS guidelines. 

Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, Eleventh Edition 
Encyclopaedia Britannica/2003 
M-W is accessible online free of charge (https://www.merriam-
webster.com) 

Of course, Merriam-Webster’s publishes a plethora of American 
dictionaries, but this is the version usually deemed most appropriate for 
publishing professionals. M-W spellings, definitions, and hyphenations 
are consistent across its many titles, so it’s fine to refer to any M-W 
dictionary you happen to have in your collection. But most, such as The 
Merriam-Webster Dictionary, New Edition (more than 75,000 entries), 
are not nearly as comprehensive as M-W’s Collegiate Dictionary 

(upward of 225,000 entries). When checking words that have more than one correct spelling, 
always go with the first entry in M-W. Additionally, M-W has medical and law dictionaries, 
which are also available online for free, in the event you are editing YA content with themes that 
are health-based (such as The Fault in Our Stars by John Green) or law-based (such as Theodore 

Boone: Kid Lawyer by John Grisham). 
Urban Dictionary: Freshest Street Slang Defined, New Edition 
Andrews McMeel/2012 
UD is available online at no cost (https://www.urbandictionary.com) 

I recommend that you do not purchase this book because its online 
counterpart has far more entries—millions! As controversial as the Urban 
Dictionary is for some of its crass content, it is sometimes an essential 
source of reference material when editing YA content. Authentic, relatable, 
and up-to-date YA narratives, particularly in the area of dialogue 
exchange, often call for use of what I coin “slanguage.” Young adults 
certainly speak a language that’s all their own, and if you’re editing 

contemporary YA fiction, you’ll likely come across some popular slang terms, such as fleek or 
finsta. Um, go ahead—look those up. But always refer first to Merriam-Webster, since many 
slang terms, such as skeevy, are included in more authoritative dictionaries. Know that the UD is 

http://www.zondervan.com/the-christian-writer-s-manual-of-style-2
http://www.zondervan.com/the-christian-writer-s-manual-of-style-2
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
http://www.urbandictionary.com/
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not by any stretch a definitive or academic authority on word meaning, usage, or spelling, as its 
words and their definitions are crowd-sourced by the public. If you are editing a YA document 
that uses a lot of slang terms, the main concern is to be sure these words and phrases are treated 
consistently throughout the manuscript. 

She’s embracing the technology of being a modern mom—like consulting the 
online Urban Dictionary to look up some of the slang jargon one of her young 

teens might “import” from school. 
“Sharon Stone on the High Price of Her 1990s Fame,  

Surviving a Stroke and Telling It All in a Soul-searching New Memoir”  
by Nicole Pajer, Parade magazine, March 28, 2021 

 
 
NIV Teen Study Bible 
Zondervan/New International Version 
Dozens of Bible versions can be accessed online for free 
(https://www.biblegateway.com) 

Even though you can easily access many Bible versions online, I highly 
recommend that YA editors have on hand at least one Bible that is 
dedicated for teens. If you are a seasoned Christian book editor, you are 
probably a frequent visitor to BibleGateway.com to check passages for 
accuracy. Although the website is a division of Zondervan, which holds 

the copyright to the New International Version of the Bible, the site legitimately features a 
terrific collection of many other complete Bible versions. It’s fine—and far more efficient—to 
refer to Bible Gateway to fact-check verses. But I always encourage YA editors to embrace the 
youth culture, so consider adding some teen-centric Bibles to your collection. 

Featured on the next two pages are several Bible versions that are popular in the YA 
marketplace, along with their translations of Romans 12:2 so you can conduct a quick 
comparison of phrasing in the different versions. 

English Standard Version 
 
 

ESV Student Study Bible 
(Gray) Crossway 

 

ESV Student Study Bible 
(Flowers) Crossway 
 

Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal 
of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, 
what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 

(ESV) 

http://www.biblegateway.com/
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New International Version 
 
 

NIV Beautiful Word 
Coloring Bible Zondervan 
 

NIV Big Dreams, Big Prayers 
Bible for Kids Zondervan 
 

Do not conform to the 
pattern of this world, but 
be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to 
test and approve what 
God’s will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will. 
(NIV) 

New Living Translation 
 
 

NLT Teen Life Application 
Study Bible Tyndale House 
 

Live NLT Tyndale House 
 
 

Don’t copy the behavior 
and customs of this world, 
but let God transform you 
into a new person by 
changing the way you 
think. Then you will learn 
to know God’s will for you, 
which is good and pleasing 
and perfect. (NLT) 
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Christian Standard Bible 
 

CSB Compact 
Ultrathin Bible for 
Teens 
B&H Publishing Group 

 
Do not be conformed to 
this age, but be 
transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, 
so that you may discern 
what is the good, 
pleasing, and perfect 
will of God. (CSB) 

Common English Bible 
 

The CEB Student Bible 
Abingdon Press 

 
Don’t be conformed to the 
patterns of this world, but 
be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds so 
that you can figure out 
what God’s will is—what 
is good and pleasing and 
mature. (CEB) 

International Children’s 
Bible 

ICB Princess Bible 
Thomas Nelson 

 
Do not be shaped by this 
world. Instead be changed 
within by a new way of 
thinking. Then you will be 
able to decide what God 
wants for you. And you will 
know what is good and 
pleasing to God and what is 
perfect. (NCV) 
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Notice that some differences in the various Bible versions are subtle while others are fairly 
extreme. Always inquire with the client about which version was applied or is preferred for any 
Christian YA manuscript you’re editing. Of course, if you’re editing for a Christian publisher 
that produces or distributes Bibles, it’s most likely you’ll be required to apply whichever 
translation that particular publishing group markets. No matter which version you’re referencing, 
as a copyeditor or line editor, it’s imperative to fact-check reprinted Bible passages for accuracy 
and consistency. As mentioned, BibleGateway.com is a helpful resource for this. 

As a side note in choosing a teen Bible for potential purchase, let me point out that, in my 
experience, those that are “leather-look” or “imitation leather” do not hold up well, since the 
covers tend to flake or crack after even a short time of using them as references. 

Reprint Permissions—or Not? 
The content of some Bible translations, like the American Standard Version and King James 
Version, is in the public domain, so it is unnecessary to seek reprint permission. Others, 
however, such as the fairly new and increasingly popular Common English Bible, do require 
permission from the copyright holders. Of course, if you’re editing a YA piece that features 
Bible passage reprints, find out from the author which version is used, and be sure to research 
whether or not written permission is required. 

Most publishers of Bibles require written permission only if an author is reprinting very large 
quantities of verse. For example, Zondervan, the commercial rights holder for the New 
International Version, allows for a total of up to five hundred verses to be reprinted without 
permission as long as those passages do not make up more than one-quarter of the book’s 
contents. It’s highly unlikely you’ll ever find yourself editing a YA fiction project that includes 
even close to that many Bible verses. However, it’s still required under Zondervan’s permissions 
policy that any NIV Bible quotation reprints be properly cited and credited with an appropriate 
notice on the book’s copyright page in which the quotes are reprinted. This is one of three 
notices, depending on how the reprinted Bible verses are used, offered by Zondervan: 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 
1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 
reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com The “NIV” and “New International Version” 
are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, 
Inc.™ 

 
Regardless of copyright status, I believe it’s important to inform the reader as to which Bible 
version is being quoted in any given YA project, so I always recommend that information as 
such is included on the copyright page. 

Fun with Formatting 
Formats are going to vary depending on which stage a YA manuscript is in. A manuscript that’s 
being groomed for active submissions to publishers or literary agencies will lean toward a not-
so-final format over one that is already acquired and is close to becoming press-ready. Please 
inform authors to check each prospective publisher’s submission guidelines—even if hiring a 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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self-publishing service—for specifics related to formatting, since publishing houses have varying 
preferences and requirements. 

It’s not typically the job of an editor to fix formatting issues that involve major design elements, 
such as uneven sidebars or poorly placed Scripture callouts, but such problems should be pointed 
out to the author for correction or even possible referral to a professional graphic designer if 
necessary. Meanwhile, a good copyeditor or line editor does need to pay keen attention to details 
of basic formatting, such as consistency and accuracy in font style and size, margins and headers, 
line and word spacing, and proper pagination. 

“I am amazed at the number of submissions I’ve received that do not have page numbers on 
them,” says Kim Childress, former MG/YA editor for Zonderkidz (the children’s book imprint of 
Zondervan) and now independent proprietor of ChildressInk.com, a full-service editorial agency 
specializing in book projects for children and teens. “Some acquisitions editors like to print out 
manuscripts to read hard copies, and without page numbers, these can become a real mess.” 

Childress points out that collectively the following elements make up the trifecta of effective 
manuscript formatting for submission purposes: 

Always have a title page with the name of the book and its author (text beginning approximately 
halfway down and centered on the page) with appropriate contact information included. 

The main body of the manuscript should be double-spaced between lines but single-spaced 
between words. 

Be sure to insert a header or footer on each page (beginning with the first page of the narrative, 
not the title page) that includes the author’s last name, contact information, an abbreviated title of 
the book, and the page number set off with slashes:  

Author Name/Contact Info/Book Title/Page Number 
 
Childress says, “Thankfully, today’s word-processing programs have ‘insert header’ features, so 
authors don’t have to manually number each page like in the olden days.” To insert headers or 
footers with page numbers in a Microsoft Word document, go to the top of the page and search 
the toolbar for the Header and Footer feature, which includes a function for automatically 
inserting running page numbers. Details on how to insert these features onto the document vary 
according to which version of Word is being used. 

Childress suggests, “Play around with the header feature if you’d like to try 
different placements or font sizes. The key is that it remains consistent.” She 
recommends the following book for editors and authors who are interested 
in more detailed information related to formatting: 

Formatting & Submitting Your Manuscript, 3rd Edition 
By Chuck Sambuchino (Writer’s Digest Books/2009) 

  



Editing YA Fiction 101, Lesson 2, White | 8 
© 2021 Kelly Anne White. All rights reserved. Reproduction or redistribution, all or part, is prohibited.  

Extravaganza of Grammar Guides 
The Chicago Manual of Style has a lengthy chapter on “Grammar and Usage,” but if, like most 
editors, you’re a grammar geek, you probably like to stock your reference library with books 
dedicated specifically to the usage of the English language. You probably already have a favorite 
grammar guide that’s your “ol’ faithful,” but these are three of the most respected authoritative 
books on English grammar. However, know that they are tome-like in size and pricey to boot. 

 

The Cambridge Grammar of 
the English Language 
Cambridge University Press 

Longman Grammar of Spoken 
and Written English 
Longman 

Oxford English Grammar 
Oxford University Press 
 

Many editors like to keep smaller desk references as quickie sources since it’s nice to pick up a 
grammar book that’s more manageable than the weightier ones featured above. (And if you’re 
gearing up to take on a lot of copyediting or line-editing jobs, it never hurts to make believe 
you’re back in high school by doing some of the exercises in a student handbook or other 
grammar workbook of your choice.) Shown here are a few favorite grammar handbooks of 
accomplished editors I know. 

 

 
The Blue Book of 
Grammar and Punctuation 
Writer’s Digest Books 

The Elements of Grammar 
Pearson 

The McGraw-Hill 
Education Handbook of 
English Grammar and 
Usage  
McGraw-Hill Education 
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A predominant grammatical shift in the editorial circuit, mostly as a result of the spotlight on 
gender neutrality, is whether or not it’s acceptable to use plural pronouns, such as they or their, 
in place of singular he/she or him/her when referring to an unspecified person. This indeed often 
makes for sentences that are traditionally considered grammatically incorrect but is becoming 
more widely embraced to promote gender-neutral content. As the Scripture below demonstrates, 
even the current edition of the NIV Bible applies plural pronouns to many of its verses so 
passages are not gender-specific (italics added). 

The king replied, “If anyone says anything to you, bring them to me, and 
they will not bother you again.” (2 Samuel 14:10 NIV) 
 
If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. (Matthew 5:41 NIV) 
 
You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by 
faith alone. (James 2:24 NIV) 

 
 

Note that in the NIV versions of 2 Samuel 14:10 and Matthew 5:41, the singular pronoun 
“anyone” does not agree with the plurality of “they” or “them.” Similarly, “person,” a singular 
noun, is not in agreement with “they do” in James 2:24 of the NIV. 

This draws both praise and criticism (see “An Evaluation of Gender Language in the 2011 
Edition of the NIV Bible,” a report from the Council on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood, 
http://www.waynegrudem.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/An-Evaluation-of-Gender- 
Language-in-the-2011-NIV.pdf). Whichever side of the controversy you fall on, know that the 
NIV is a very popular Bible version for contemporary YA material. And probably even more 
significant is the fact that so many of today’s YA readers are proponents of gender neutrality in 
general. 

 
YA is quick to change and adapt to its ever-expanding audience. I’ve read 
far more novels in this genre that offer LGBTQ+ inclusivity and racial 
diversity than any other. 

“Young Adult Novels: The Throwback” 
 by Skyler Boudreau, ReaderViews.com, June 12, 2021 

 
Discuss preferred pronoun usage with the author, but it is not recommended that editors correct 
perceived grammatical errors in exact quotes of Bible passages since quoted material should be 
reprinted precisely as its original. 

Copyediting vs. Line Editing 
Let’s take a brief look at the subtle differences—and similarities—between copyediting and line 
editing, both of which require tedious examination of a manuscript on a line-by-line basis. 

http://www.waynegrudem.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/An-Evaluation-of-Gender-
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Copyediting is typically the last line of order before a final proofread. If you’ve been assigned to 
copyedit a manuscript, you’re likely expected to lean toward “lite” editing. This typically adds 
up to simple but comprehensive checks of grammar, punctuation, spelling, syntax, style, and 
consistency. With a YA edit, to keep the reader engaged, it’s also important to streamline content 
so it doesn’t drag on or tangentially veer off. Specific examples of this are provided in later 
lessons. Of course, always use the Track Changes feature in Word at any level of editing. 
Customarily, it might be also necessary to draft a detailed style sheet to accompany the edit. 

Line editing requires a bit of a heavier hand but needs to be balanced so you’re not putting a 
manuscript through the blender, so to speak. Note that sometimes a line edit is also called a 
“heavy copyedit.” Line editors need to correct the same style inconsistencies and grammar, 
punctuation, and spelling mistakes as copyeditors do, but with additional focus on tight sentence 
structure and story flow. It’s also acceptable in a line edit, particularly for YA, to “punch up” the 
copy so it’s more engaging—but please be careful not to overhaul narrative content. It’s 
important to let the author complete the authoring of his or her book. Big-picture issues in the 
narrative should be addressed in a thorough editorial letter to accompany the edited manuscript. 

 

General Overview 
Before delving into the details of copyediting or line editing, it’s important to examine several 
factors, especially those particular to YA material, in an overview of the manuscript. Any 
perceived problems in the overall state of the manuscript need to be addressed in comments on 
the document or in an editorial letter, along with suggested solutions. In later lessons, we will 
cover how to draft the most effective editorial letters and style sheets to accompany edited YA 
material. Below is a bullet list of some issues to peruse when scrutinizing the manuscript’s 
general condition. Also, keep these issues in mind as you are editing so you can make notes as 
you move through the manuscript. 

• Are there any formatting issues the author needs to address, or can you 
easily tidy up the format on your end if necessary? 

 
• Are the tone and style of the narrative strong or weak? 

 
• Do the opening scenes draw you in and engage you as a reader? 

 
The Four-Line Rule 

 
When I edited YA fiction for Kirkus Media, I had to follow a “four-line rule,” in 
which I was not permitted to change or delete more than four consecutive lines in 
any given block of text. It’s a sound rule and one I adhere to for most of my editing 
projects. If your professional opinion is that more than four lines of text need to be 
deleted or revised, highlight the problematic block of text and add a comment 
bubble that directs the author to refer to further commentary in your editorial letter. 
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• Is the story told from a point of view that is relatable and conducive to the genre? 

 
• Is relevant information about the story’s premise and characters 

introduced appropriately and timely? 
 

• Are there large blocks of text that do not drive or buoy the plot but instead drag it 
down? 

 
• Do you spot any redundancies, such as repetitive use of certain words or phrases? 

 
• Are characters interesting, and do they have realistic dialogue exchanges? 

 
• Does the storyline seem to flow seamlessly, or is it choppy and awkward? 

 
• Do chapters unfold effectively and, at the same time, hold together 

cohesively as a total package? 
 

 

After reviewing the overall condition of the manuscript, you need to decide if problematic issues 
can easily be resolved or if the manuscript should be returned to the author for revision before 
it’s ready for your edit. Even if hired to conduct a micro-level edit such as copyediting or line 
editing, as professional editors, we want our contributions to any book projects to be thorough 
and professional. For this reason, it’s sometimes necessary to kick a project back to the author if 
you choose to recommend major revisions or perhaps suggest a macro edit. If the manuscript has 
many issues that need the author’s attention, it might be time to put the project in reverse. It’s not 
fair to charge a client for editing if your professional opinion is that the manuscript is not yet 
close to being final. Christi McGuire, former director of The PEN Institute, once issued an e-mail 
loop about this to members of Christian Editor Connection: 

A couple of editors have recently had the experience of pursuing a lead of a writer 
who wasn’t quite ready for editing. I’m sure most of you have come across this at 
some point in your career. Although it’s hard to turn down work and potential income, 
sometimes writers are simply not ready for editing yet. Kathy Ide has developed a 
“not ready to edit” letter that she sends to her clients, and I’ve used it a few times. In 
fact, I’m sending it out today to a writer who contacted me about editing. You know 
the type—God told her to write this, but she has never written before! If you’d like to 
use this letter (or parts of this letter), feel free to do so. I’ve attached it for you. 
Thanks! 

 
The letter ( “Not Ready to Edit Letter”) is included at the end of this week’s lesson. Feel free to 
use the letter as a template and revise it based on your needs and insight. For example, you might 
suggest the author hire a writing coach or maybe recommend that you or another editor should be 
hired for a macro edit rather than a micro edit. 

Okay, roll up your sleeves! In the next few lessons, we do some thorough line- and copyediting 
exercises. But for now, enjoy this lesson’s assignments. 
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LESSON #2 ASSIGNMENTS 

To earn a Certificate of Completion you must complete both assignments.  

Assignment #1: Pop Quiz 
 

1. When editing YA fiction, do The Chicago Manual of Style rules override those that differ in 
The Christian Writer’s Manual of Style guidelines, or vice versa? 

A. CMOS overrides CWMS. 
B. CWMS overrides CMOS. 
C. It is the author’s or publisher’s choice. 

 
2. What are the correct spellings of the following slang words? 

• snollygaster 
• way-back 
• weaksauce 

 
3. Fact-check the Bible verse below for accuracy: 
 

Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things 
your eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach 
them to your children and to their children after them. (Deuteronomy 4:9 NCV) 

 
4. True or False: Commercial literary works that reprint NIV Bible quotations, even when written 

permission is not required, must include a copyright notice. 
 

 
Assignment #2: Bible Verses and Versions 
Choose a favorite Bible translation, either from those featured above or any other that you prefer, 
and conduct some online research to find out if permission is necessary to reprint a few verses in 
an imaginary YA fiction book you’re editing. Be mindful when deciding on a Bible version. 

For example, you might choose the King James Version if you imagine that your project is 
historical fiction. While you’re at it, please obtain the correct copyright notice for that particular 
version of the Bible to include on the copyright page of your pretend project. 
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“Not Ready to Edit” Letter 
 
Dear *: 
Let me kindly suggest that you are not quite ready for the editing process yet. It would be 
beneficial to read some books on how to write, attend a local college class on creative writing, or 
join a critique group. 
 
Attached is a list of Recommended Reading for Aspiring Authors. You could also search the 
internet for more free writing tips. 
 
Once you have learned the basics, if you are interested in working with a traditional publisher 
(that won’t charge upfront), you should consider attending a writers’ conference. (Promising 
Beginnings contest, http://kathyide.com/6th-annual-promising-beginnings-christian-writers- 
contest/, has a full scholarship to Mount Hermon Writers Conference as the prize.)[Please 
confirm/update this information’s accuracy. Much has changed since 2017.] 
 

While you are working on your manuscript, set aside a little bit of money every week so that 
when you have done all you can to make your manuscript as polished as you can get it, you will 
be able to afford to pay a professional editor. CEC editors are established professionals and 
therefore charge a fee, just like in any other profession. (You wouldn’t ask a professional singer 
to give you voice lessons for free, with only the offer of a percentage of ticket sales from the 
concerts you hope to have someday, right?) 
 
If you want to submit your manuscript to a traditional publisher, you will be competing against 
people who have spent years developing their craft in the above ways … and also developing 
their marketing skills and a following of people who are eager to buy their books before they’re 
even published. 
 
If you don’t want to put in all the time, work, and effort of learning the craft and honing your 
writing skills, you could self-publish. CreateSpace is free if you can do your own typesetting and 
cover design. But if you want people to buy your book, it needs to be professionally written, 
edited, and proofread. And you will need to spend a lot of time and effort marketing the book so 
people will know about it. (You should also do some research on pricing. $20 for a self-
published book of poetry is far above standard. Even at $2.99, no one will buy the book just 
because it’s on Amazon. You need to have a way to reach your target audience and convince 
them to part with their hard-earned money to get it (and part with their limited time to read it). 
 
Another alternative is to write short pieces about your life experiences (since you want to write a 
biography) and putting them on a blog. (This is a good way to get a following if you ever decide 
to put the blogs into a book someday.) You should consider what your “target audience” would 
get out of reading about your life experiences and come up with a theme, a topic, and some 
“reader takeaways.” If you want to be published, you could do some research on publications 
that accept freelance material (such as the current edition of Writer’s Market Guide) and try 
submitting to them (after following the above steps to learn the craft of writing and polish your 
manuscripts). Blogs and magazine articles are read by far more people than books—especially 
self-published books. 

http://kathyide.com/6th-annual-promising-beginnings-christian-writers-
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